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1. What i1s “ Connection Checker”

1.1. Introduction

In this era of the internet it isamost of vital importance that your connection
to the outside world over IP (Internet Protocol) is secured. It ensures that you
can receive your mail, and that you can connect to your favourite siteswith a
browser.

Others would like to check their own websites, and log its accessibility. For
instance, if you are selling products through awebsite you would redly like to
know if it is open for the public! Just like someone would like to keep the store
open during business hours.

This smdl utility helps you to check this connection autometically and even
logsits findings for you.

1.2. How does “Connection Checker” work?

Connection Checker usesthe IP protocol “ PING” command. Thisisa
command that sends asmall package to aremote site, and waits for it to
return. Obviously, when it returns home safely, this means that the remote site
is reachable over the network.

It isnorma that sometimes packages get lost — just like people sometimes get
lost when driving in a strange area. The architecture of the internet alows this
—and eventualy in most cases the biggest bunch of the packages do arrive
back safely from their world trip.

This utility shows this graphically in the graph window:
1000 s
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0 mz

On the left you see the legend: in this example, the settings 1000ms, 500ms
and 0 ms (msis short for milliseconds).

Asyou can see, the peaks are lost packages, but there are enough packages
returning safely after about 200 ms. Sometimes traffic iskilling (traffic jams)
which causes the packages to take longer (in the example up to 500 ms).
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2. How to enter my data

Recent URL list

Reliability

Interval and Time-out

Y ou can enter the sites you want to check in the edit box at the top:

Connection 27% Mi=] E3 |

Check connection to: j
T e o

Interval in msec: |1|:||:||:|
Time-out in msec: |1|:||:||:|
Reliability: Bl | Settings /Logs
Click_here for infa | .
T —— Sitark Sto Save Settings
Reqizter this sofbware Qfg x P
1000 mz

500 mg

0 s
|EI4-25-2EIEI'I 23:13: Connection 54.58.76.178 fallz below 30%

In this example, we typed in www.yahoo.com to check the connection to that
site.

To start the utility, smply click on the [START] button. Y ou will notice that
the IP address (the low level numeric address belonging to the written address)
is displayed undernesth the edit box, and any machine messages are displayed
there too.

When you click on the small arrow [ of the edit control, you will get alist of
most recently used site addresses. This helps you prevent having to typein the
same address over and over again.

The reliability of the connection is graphically displayed as a percentage and
will gradualy change when a connection terminates or opens. It' s value (0%
for closed connection, 100% for opened connection) is aso available for
logging.

The default settings of “Interval” and “ Time-out” boxes, 1000 ms, are usually
OK.

Theinterva defines the time lgpse between two “Ping” commands, and the
Time-out defines the amount of time that the “ Ping” command waits before it
decides that the package was |ogt.



Save Settings Use this button to store your settings to disk (e.g. the web addresses that you
typed). Your settings are stored in the file ConnectionChecker .ini .
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3. What can | check?

Basicaly you can check any kind of internet address. Thisis not limited to
websites. So you can also check FTP sites, mail servers and IRC chatservers.
The only thing you need to know is the address.

Web address:

Mail server:

FTP sites:

Plain IP addresses:

My own computer

A web addressis usudly of the form:
http://www.company.com

You can either type in or omit the “ http://” part. To
check our website, type in:

Www.abc-view.com

To check if you have a connection to your mail
server, just type in the address that you have obtained
which normally goesin the edit box for “SMTP
Server”.

Example: mail.yahoo.com

FTP sites are easily checked by exchanging www for
ftp.

Example: ftp.geocities.com

Some friends might have a permanent connection to

the internet (cable modem), but they do not have a
website.

If you want to check if their computer is on, you can
ask their 1P address (4 numbers with dots inbetween)
and type that in the box.

Example: 226.32.74.55

Typein localhost or 127.0.0.1 to see if your own
computer is configured correctly



4. Alarms and logs

4.1. Graph

The graph shows the history of the connection checks of gpproximately the
last five minutes

Both date (day-month-year) as well astime (hour-minute) are displayed.

4.2. Audible Alarms

When you click on the button [Settings/ Logs] you are presented with the
“Settings” diaog box:

ER: Settings M= B3

v PFlay warning zound when connection falls below 30%

ID:"-.-'-‘-.pn:ugram'xDeIphiE'\F'ru:uiectsHEDnnEheckHEarbrake.weil

¥ Play zound when connection iz back to more than 702

IEhimes.wav il

v Log connection details to a fils

—Dietail

Log File: ID:'\.f-‘-.prl:ngram'xDeIphi5'\F'ru:uieu:ts'xEnnnEheu:k'xEnnneu:t E"'I

[¥ Log Changes [fall below 30%, rize above 70%]

v LogAwerages, use time perod: |3EI ISecunds j

[+ Limit logfile's size to: IEEI kE

" OK

In this dialog you can select whether you want to hear an audible alarm when
aconnection fails or comes back on. Y ou can specify the audio file for each
event.
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4.3. Taskbar

When you are working on something you can leave Connection Checker in
the background minimized, and just occasionally check the status of the
connection by looking at the taskbar:

| —
| g comnection 1002 | RE ) BTt
The percentage is displayed there, so that you do not have to maximize the

utility again.

4.4. Status Bar

The status bar of this utility shows when exactly the connection felt to a
reliability of lessthan 30% or when it rose up to alevel of morethan 70% .

|04-25-2001 2313 Cornection 64.58.76.178 fallz below 30%

4.5. Automatic Logging to a File

If you need some kind of proof for yourself or your business about the status
of aconnection over alonger period of time, you can use the “log file” option.

This can for example be helpful in these situations:

Y ou want to have show your provider that the service isn’t as 100%
asthey say itis

Y ou want to check if your site that sells your T-shirtsis open dl the
time

You want to find out if your friend stays up al night.

In short, there are numerous reasons to use the logging option. Here' s how it
goes:



ER: Settings

v PFlay warning zound when connection falls below 30%

ID:"-.-'-‘-.pn:ugram'xDeIphiE'\F'ru:uiectsHEDnnEheckHEarbrake.weil

¥ Play zound when connection iz back to more than 702

IEhimes.wav

=]

¥ iLog connection details to a fils

Dretail

[+ Limit logfile's size to:

[+ LogAverages, use time period:

[¥ Log Changes [fall below 30%, rize above 70%]

Log File: ID:'\.f-‘-.prl:ngram'xDeIphi5'\F'ru:uieu:ts'xEnnnEheu:k'xEnnneu:t E"'I

" OK

|3n

I Seconds

IEEI kB

=~

Sdlect “ Log connection detailsto afile”.

Sdect “log averages’ if you want to see average reliability over time periods,
specified by the other two boxes. Y ou can select anumber of Seconds,
Minutes, Hours and even Days.

In the example a 30 second interva is chosen. This means that the logfile will
show one line per 30 seconds, specifying the connection’s reliability.

Y ou can specify the logfile name by clicking on the small “Open Folder” icon.
In order to make sure that your disk is going to stay clean, you can limit the
filesize of the logfile to a maximum.

Here's an example of how the find logdfile [ooks:

Bl Connect.log - Notepad M=l
File Edit Search Help
94-25-2@81 22:56: Start monitor for IP-Address "“www_yahoo.com” ;I
B4-25-2001 22:56:32-22:57:00: Reliability for "64.58.76.179" = 14,8 %
B4-25-2081 22:57:88-22:57:30: Reliability for "64.58.76.179" = 44,5 %
B4-25-2881 22:57:41: Reliability for "64.58.76.179" rises above 78%
94-25-2881 22:57:38-22:58:00: Reliability for "64.58.76.179" = 73,7 %
94-25-2881 22:58:88-22:58:30: Reliability for "64.58.76.179" = 95,5 %
§4-25-2881 22:58:38-22:59:008: Reliability for "64.58.76.179" = 188,80 %
B4-25-2881 22:59:88-22:59:38: Reliability for "64.58.76.179" = 188,08 %
B4-25-2881 22:59:38-23:80:00: Reliability for "64.58.76.179" = 188,08 % —
B4-25-2881 23:008:08-223:00:28: Reliability for "64.58.76.179" = 188,08 % LI
Note! If you are running an evaluation version, you will not be able to fully profit

from this feature, because the logging will stop after 5 minutes See for more
details on registering the section “ Where to go for help”.
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5. Where to go for help?

Support by email and telephone is reserved for registered customers. If you
have registered, you can send a request for support to ABC-View's email
address:

support@abc-view.com

You will then get an answer to your questions as soon asiis possible, and you
will be provided with a phone number to cdl if you need further assistance.

5.1. Register now!

If you are running an eva uation version, you will not be able to fully profit
from dl features, because the logging will stop after 5 minutes.

Y ou can unlock the software so that it becomes aregistered copy, by obtaining
aregistration key. You will then be able to log your connections without

interruption.
How to enter your key Click on the small text saying “ Register this software”.
[ Comecton8tx ________________ MEE|

Check connection to: (=0 j
E4.58 76178

interval in msec: 1000

Time-out in msec: 1000

Reliability: Settings / Logz

Click._here for info
Beqister thiz software

Save Settings

0 mz

|EI4-25-2EIEI'I 23:14: Connection 54.58.76.178 rizes abowve 70%

Now, enter the key that was provided to you on purchase.



Please register your softwarel ﬂm

—Beqiztration Key

Remember that the format of the ke s sl ol sl ol
where the #==5 are 4-digit numbers.

Click here if pow want to purchase a key now

@ Pleaze enter the key here that waz zent to pou upon purchaze.

Reqgistration key: I

@9 ] x Carcel | ? Help

If you don’t have akey yet, youcan purchase one by clicking on the link
saying “ Click hereif you want to purchase akey now”. If you use a credit
card you can instantly obtain akey from our vendor.

When you enter the key correctly, you will see this confirmation:

Thank you for regizstering ﬂm

—Registration Key comrect!

Thank vou faor registening this product. our suppart helps us to keep

@ on developing products that you like and that vou can use in fukure,
ou will be kept informed of free updates through our e-mail service.
Fleasze note that thiz copy iz for ztrict perzonal uze only. You are not
allowed to give the regigtration key to friends, family or others, All
abuze will be reported to the proper autharities.

Customer Feedback All customer feedback is welcome and will be used for future updates. This
software is specifically devel oped with the customer in mind.

If you would like to check out other products of ABEView, you can visit our
website;

4 AR C -VIEWeCOM

http://www.abc-view.com/
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